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(a) The Department may issue a permit authorizing a person to establish
and operate an artificial or man-made pond or lake which he owns, leases, or controls,
where fishing is permitted for payment of a fee, and in which fish stocked are
artificially propagated by commercial hatcheries, or purchased from persons licensed
to sell fish. The Department may issue the permit if it determines the lake or pond
does not conflict with any reasonable prior public interest. The permit fee shall be
$25 a year. The permit expires on December 31 following the date of 1ssuance.

(b) The Department shall prescribe by regulation the size of the area,
method of fishing, open and closed seasons, and the catching of fish by furnishing
tags for a reasonable fee. The Department also shall regulate the release, possession,
and use of legally propagated game and freshwater fish, and may require any report
necessary concerning the operation of these areas.

(c) Any permit issued under the provisions of this section may be revoked
for violation of any provision of this section or any regulation of the Department
relating to fee-fishing lakes. The owner or operator of a fee-fishing lake or pond may
not operate it without a permit.

(d) (1) The provisions of this title do not apply to any privately owned
recreational area if the following factors are present:

(1) The payment of a fee to the owner of the area is not
exclusively for the privilege of fishing in any ponds or lake on the property;

(i1)  The lakes or ponds are stocked privately by the owner with
privately owned fish; and

(111)  Activities other than fishing are provided for the users of
the recreational area.

(2) The owner or owners of any privately owned recreational area and
the users of the area are not required to display fishing licenses.
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